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Unto a Book Intituled | | 
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A Demonitration of the Divine Preſence in places cf |: 
Religious Worship ; Publiſhed by Tchn Stilling- i 

_ fleet, who ſtiles himſelfe 2. 4. Rector of Beck- "ig 
incham in Lincoln-shire, and late Fellow of 
St. Iohys Colledge in Cambridze. 


In which Book he hath declared many perverſe ne 
things againſt the people of God ( called Qua- 8 
kers, ) and for ſo much as is conſiderable, i 


wherein that people areany way concetned, 4ſt 
it1s in the power of God here Anſwered, | 


By one Who is ſet for the defence of the Goſpel, q | 
WILLIAM SMITH. " 


— 


But the wicked are like « he troubled Sea when it cannot reſt, whoſe 
waves caſt np mire and dirt, Iſai, 57,20, 


Printed in the Year, 1664, 
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Fibrary. 


Tothe READERW, 
Reader, 


T is my love to Gods precious Truth and People, that det BTRPAFe mee 

to this undertaking, for 1 am mt a man of ff rife, thong at this 
time corftrained to make a ju? defence againſt the force of an open enemy: 
and though the battel hath been long, and ener:cs many, that hath ap- 
peared againfs us, that the Anſwers which hath been gives to ſeve- 
rad eppoſers might be ſnfficient on our behalf , yet ſreing that they ſtill 
riſe up againit us 1n open view , we have ftr-+gth in the Lord to fight 
the good fight of faith , for the truth of God hath ever met with many 
and great oppeſitions in every manfeitFation through all ager, and it 
hath alwaties been oppoſed as errour and deluſion, and ſuch as have li- 
ved in it as hereticks and ſeducery, and ſo the truth not being known 
as it ts, it hath been cenſured by ftrangers to be the greateſt ieluſron, 
who in darkneſſe and blindneſſe hath alwaies oppreſſed and perſecuted 
the birth born of ut, and ſo it us at this day, 15 by the great oppoſition, 
oppreſſion, and perſecution of thoſe that live in it, doth clearly manifeſt; 
ard whereas John Stillingfleet hath endeavrared to cloud the Sun ina 
clear day, yet his darkweſe cannot remain upon the glorious truth , but 
with the light and power of God 1s removed as airy vapours, therefore 
Reader be equal in thy judgement , and let Gods witneſſe determine the 
matter, ard though many anſwers be but (hort, yet if thay reads with 
that of God inthee, thou wilt find thems full to the matter lated, and if 
thos by diligent reading reap any profit to thy ſoul, the end of my labour 
will be auſmered, who am a lover of all ſoals, 

W. S. 


READER, thou maift take notice that John Stillingfleet's 
Book was Anſwered wore at large in the 10, Moneth, 1662, bur 
through miſcarriage at the Preſle,ſome part of it was loſt,and the remai- 
ning 7:47: is bur lately come to my hands, which is the reaſon that this 
came no 1coner to view, 


Given forth the ſecond time in 
the 11, Month, 1663. 
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oo A Brief Anſwer, &Cc. 


Potin W Toba Stilling flect, I ſhall colle& ſome heads out ofthy 


© Book, wherein the truth and people of God are 
moſt concerned, and briefly an{werthem. 


FJ": on haſt direfted an Epiſile to one w/ om thou Calls Right Honour. 

ableAnthony Lord Aſhbie, en: of his Ma-eſties moſt Honourable 
Privy Connſel, and thou ac;ziowledges his goodneſſe and favours , and 
pon ſuch conſiderations thou ſayeſt , thou proſirates the Treatiſe of thy 
Book at his Hen»urs feet, not with any hopes r0 equallize his worth , or 
merit his p:tronage with { ſlender an Eſſay 45 it 1s. 

Anſw. Such gratuities for favours, manifeſt bur little kind- 
neſſe, and if well conſidered, will not be found worthy of any ac- 
cepration; for it being a Treatiſe againſt the truth and people of 
God , it is not to be received or entertained as a ſeaſonablegitt, 
and being but a lendour Eſſay,it is in tho loweſt and weakeſt man- 
ner offered in thy own way , and fo altugether unworthy of rece- 
ption by him, at whoſe feet thou baſt proſtrated ir. 

Thou ſayeſt, the CMajeftich Shetinah , and the divine preſence in Go- 
ſpel worſhip fills both pages of thy enſuing diſcourſe. 

Anſw. The majeſty and glory of God isin himſelf, and can- 
not be engraven or printed in pages » and as for thy matter with 
which thou haſt filled thy pages, it doth not ſavour of the divine 
preſence, as preſently will appear , but tby pages are filled with 
thy own conceptions, and thou offers them as divine truths, 

T hou ſayeſt, all thy ambition is, by this ſlender Eſſay, to a the part of 
Socrates his ſlaſfe. 

Anſv. $:crates ſtaffe, and the divine preſence is not alike, and 
thou baſt ſoon forgotten that thou ſaid thy pages were filled 
with the div.ne prefence, bur it is here maniteſted what thou fills 
them withall, and what thy Eſſay tendeth to, and what thy ambi- 
tionis toat, which indeed is more likea heathen then a Chri- 
ftian, 

Thou ſayeſt, too too many want ſuch 4 ſlafſe to corre @ them for their 
errours , and that the Miniſters of the Goſpel are looxed upon 48 y P ar- 

warts 
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| (5) WO - 
F#ants of the greet whore of Babylon, and ave ſet at open defiance. 

Arſw. Would thou be correQing errour with thy ſtaffe before 

thou baſt ſh:wed what errour is, and who they are thar live in it, 
and did ever Goſpe! Miniſters corte@ errours with a ſtaffe,though 
t00 to0 many havelived in manifeſt errours, and if errours beſo 
to be correed , then Lam ſure the Rafe would fall to thy own 
ſhare, who calls truth errour, and would be correRing it with a 
ſtaffe, which manifeſts that thou art a Purſivant of the great 
whore indeed , and we cannot bur piey thee , though we ſerthy 
ſtaffe at open defiance, but Goſpel Miniſters are owned and ho- 
noured, and that in love unfeigned. 

Thou ſayeft, the Spitit of life, the light within , the everlaſting wird, 
the everlaſting Goſpel, are the choice Rarieties that will relliſh only in the 
curious paliates of our Cuakers, and in the mean time, thou ſayeſt the 
Church of God lyes dettuie and forlevn. | 

Anſw, Yes , theſe are the things indeed which is choice food 
unto us , ard therein we relliſh the ſweetneſſe of the heavenly 
virtue, by which our fouls are abundantly refreſh-d , and this is 
our wine and milk without money or price , and therefore we 
cannot buy and trade with thee, and can the Church of God lye 
deſtitute where theſe things are loved , and wouldſt thou be: c- 
counted a Goſpel Miniſter , and would not have peopleto love 
and feed upon theeverlaſting word , and the everlaſting Goſpel. 
What Goſpel.doſt thou preach if it be not everlaſting, but with 
the light ofthe Goſpel thou art comprehended , and art found 


out of the Spirit of life, and light within , and ſo thou preacheſt - 


thy own words, and not the word everlaſting. 

Thou ſ:yeft, they cry down all flipends of preachers as the hire of the 
great whore of Babylon, and the legal maintenance by tithes as an wtro- 
duftion to Amtichr:ſtianiſme, 

Anſw. Yes, we do fo, for the whore hath ſet them up, and they 
are nouriſhed in her lap, and we ſay that legal maintenance by 
tithes arc not only an introduction to Antichriltianiſm , but 1s 
practiſed in Antichriſts Kingdome , and wouldſt thou be a Go- 
ſpe] Miniſter , and art pleading for ftipends and tithes, thy do- 
Etrine demonſtrates by principle, and thy praftice doth maniteſt 
that Chriſt never ſent thee , for none of þ1s Miniſters ever took 
ſtipends or tithes for their l:bour in the Goſpel: and — 
thou, 


(6) 
thoy zrt found out of their way and praQice, for which cauſe thy 
miniſtry is denied, | 

Thou alſo ha;' diretted a Preface to the Reader , wherein thou ſayiſ?, 
the main ſcope and deſign of thy preſent undertaking is to vinducate the 
publick worſh:1p of God, and his ſacred ordinances from that underya/u- 
ing contempt which hat! b:en thrown upon them by Quaters, &c. 

nſw, Thy ſcope, and delign, and undertaking 15 for deſoluti- 
0naad as for the Quakers, they n ither undervalue nor contemn 
the publick worſhip of God nor his ſacred ordinances , for they 
bave notio learned Chriſt; but thy undertaking is to vindicate 
th>ſ{c things which God hath not appointed nor ordained , and 
ſuch things we do deny, but we worſhip God in the Spirit, which 
1s che publick worſhip, for it is wicthour limitation , and it is thy 
worſhip which is private , who creeps into a houſe made with 
hands, and would(t limit the holy One unto it to Beworthipped x 
and thus thou ravines about in thy own way, and calls evil good, 
and undertakes to vindicate it, 

T hau [ayeſt, Hereticks are the greater foxes, and the leſſer foxes, and 
hurting and taking of ſuch are not only 4 noble recreation (adequate ) ins 
deed far the vaſt ability of the myſt generouſly ſpirited Chriſtians, but alſo 
4 very charitable undertaking for the Church of God in thoſe that can but 
any way help forward ſo ſerviceable a deſign. 

Anſw. i hou thirits to have thy detign promoted, and ſo pre. 
ſents it to others as a noble recreation, and a charitable underta- 
king for Chriſtians, but true Chriſtians did never recreate them- 
ſelves after that manner, nor never were found in ſuch an under- 
taking, for Paul ſaith, after ſome 2dmonitions a Herecick is to be 
reje&tedzit he refuſe to hear, but be doth not ſay bunt them , and 
take them, and deſtroy them, and Panl was a good Chriftian, bur 
thou art promotiag thy deſign againſt the innocent, and under 
the name of foxes would have chem hunted and taken , by which 
it is ſeen what is in thy heart, if thy hands had power , forit is to 
be underſtood, that a ;:amb never hunted a fox, butit is the nature 
ofa fox to hunt the lainbs , and ifhe can come to his prey he de- 
vours and deſtr:yes th:myand a iox bath his hole for the day,and 
ravines in the zight / mark :aat) and that is the hunter and de- 
vourer which is thy ſecret defign, but thou art chained , and the 


lambs preſerved. 
Thou 


(7) 

Thou ſaift, where could we find the proverb more fully verefied then 
in the ſubiil deluding Schiſmaticks of our age, and for bloudy cruelty can 
we find a parallel of theſe where they get power and is it not high time, 
ſaiſt thdu, to endeavour the reclaiming and reformation of thoſe whoſe 
main intendment t, to ruine the Charch of God, and deny the precious 
Truths ard Oriinances of the Goſpel, 

 _ Anfw, Theſe.bings are certainly thy own, and it is high time 
for thee to reclaim and reform thy unruly ſpirit, which is fqgnd 
in the higheſt degree of enmity and cruelty , which the Quakers 
were never guilty of, for their principle leads them in love and 
peace, and good will to all men, and that line doth nor parallel 
with bloud-thirſly men , who are deſtroying one another, about 
their worſhips and Religion, and it is hizb time that ſuch were re- 
claimed and reformed trom their iniquity, of which the Quakers 
were never guilty. 

| Thow faiſt, the Walves were deſirozed out of the Land by a vittorious 
Prince ; oh! ſaift thou , that we could ſee the like deliverance from the 
Foxes. ; 

Anſw.Here the bottome of the pit is come up,and a murderer 
is ſeen, which would deſtroy the innocent as Foxes , and would 
have the help of a Prince to do jt, by which thou ſheweſt the na- 
ture of a Wolf, and the Land is fpread over with too many ſuch 
as thou art, that the Lambs can bardly find an outward place to 
lie down quietly amongſt you. 

Thou ſaift, for Tuftice, that puts thee upon looking well about thee 
at home, ſince in that little ſpot of ground divine providence and goodneſs 
hath called thee to be reſident upon in rhe work and calling of a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel , thou haſt found many, even tos many, ſaiſt thou, of theſe 
little Foxes to have their fixed abode, being ſadly perverted by the groſſe 
and ftrong deluſjons of the Quakers. 

eAnſw, Thou baſt already manifeſted thy Juſtice, and itis ſeen 
tO be in the enmity and thy reſidence in that place,as a Goſpel Mi- 
niſter was never ſo ordered by Gods providence and goodneſſes 
but a great Living called thee, and in it man hath placed thee, 
and it is for thy gain that thou looks ſo well about thee, andif 
fuch as thou calls Foxes could put into thy mouth willingly , as 
thou takes it from them unlawfully , then it is like thou wouldſt 


blot out the name of Foxes,and give them the name of Chriſtiansz 
: and, 


i 
[ 
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and jn this ſtands thy Juſtice, to (02 upon the fat, and to live at 
eaſe in thy reſidence , and for ſuch whoſe fixed abode is there, 
whom thou calls Foxes, they was converted co the faith of Chriſt 
before thou came to bere{identamongR them, and it isthe truth 
of God which they have received, by which they are turned from 
errour and deJuſtons, and their fixed abod is their natural right, 
and they are a people wham I very well know, and | know that 
they live peaceably & ſoberly , and are of an honeſt converſation, 
and thou halt nothing againſt chem juſtiy, ſaving this ons thing, 
that they woiſhip the God of their Fathers, atter the manner 
which thou calls berefie. | 
Thou ſaiſt, they are hurried ta a high degree of contempt of publick, 

prayers,preaching ſacraments, Cc. and heſely right, ſaift thou, are part | 
of my charge, though they have withdrawn themſelves from being any 
part of my flock, | 

Anſw,1 hey are eſtabliſhed in the truth, and publick prayer,and 
preaching in the ſpirit of God they never denied, and they are nat 
by right any part of thy cbarge, for fincethy coming among them 
they have denied thy practice, and therefore they are not with- 
drawn from thee, for they never belonged unto thee, and it it 
ſhould be granted, that ſome of them were part of thy charge, 
and of thy flock, then haſt nor thou been a carelefle ſhepherd to 
Ict thy flock goe aſtray and be loſt, how canſt thou ſay, if it be fo, 
that thou haſt kept all thy flock together, which 1s the care of a 
good ſhepherd * 

Thou ſaiſt, to attempt the beſt means, and to uſe the moſt likely wayes 
and methoi for their reevyery, ſeems not onely iruly charitable, but big hly 
Juſt, and equitable, | 

eAnſw. Thy attempts and means are far unlikely to recover 
them, if they was in errour, tor thou atcempts to be delivered 
from thcm and deſtroy thec:, and fo thy words are wind and con» 
fulton, firſt crying out fu; help to be duiivercd from chem,& then 
ſajing thou attempts the beit means to recov-r rim, bur that 
which a man ſeeks to be Jehivered from, he + 0 a not attempt to 
recover and regain, and fo thy juſtice, chzr1ry and equity , ſtands 
in the ground of enmity. 

Thou ſaiſt, conſidering :Gerefore how indujins iis the lutle Foxes are, 
and how ſiuliouſly dil;gens ſeducers all along hath been, by contin! prd- 
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ting in their canting langwage,aud by publiſhing anatelligible Fonciee, 
out of a deep ſenſe of that dangerous and ruin courſe, many ſaye#t 
thou, 5 oxly 1 my own pariſh, but throughout the whole Nationare 
ſelzced into, h.ve I adventared the publication of this ſmall Treatiſe, 
as an entidote, through Gods bleſsing, againſt that corroding aud 
ſpreading G awgreen of heretical and di-bolical delyf91. 

Anſw, An induſtrious Chriſtian is commendable , and to be 
diligent in that which is good, is worthy of encouragement; and 
herein welabour in the work of the Goſpel , and we ſpeak in an 
intelligible language to that of God in all, andhere thou haſt ut- 
rered confuſion again, firſt ſaying, they are deluded , and then 
ſ:ying the language is unintelligible, and ſo-it is plain that thou 
underſtands not our principle, for nothing can be underſtood 
but by true intelligence, and though thou underſtand it not, bur 
in thy ignorance calls it deluſjon, yet we know that it is tbe truth 
of God, and ſpreads abroad ro the glory of God, -and the com- 
fort of many ſouls, and by it the ſerpents poiſon is expelled out 
the hear, butthy antidote is unwholeſom and unſavoury , and 
where it 1s received, it will infe& with deadly poiſon. 

Thou ſajeſt, what remains , shall be only to traplore an effetual bleſ- 
ſmg from heaven upon theſe weak endeavorrs of mine , that they may 
promote piety, predent apoſtaſe, raiſe th ſe that are fallen, confirm thoſe 
that land upright in the wayes of God, ani! contribute ſomewhat or other 
zo the furtherance of ſouls it; their progreſſe rewards the new Jeruſ- 
lem. 

Anſw, God bleſſcth his own ſeed, and it is bleſſed for ever; 
bur the breath »t bj; mouv;h blaſts thy endeavours, for thy voice 
is in the «poſtafi:, and wict. ic thou labours to prevent people for 
coming outof the apo. 21:5, and to keep them in the fall, where 
none can ſtand upright i: ''14 wayes of God , and thy endea- 
vours are weak irdeed us frumte ji2ty » but ſtrong in ſubtiliy, 
to pervert the right way 6s C09, it 1t was poſſible, and ſo thou 
art not a furtherer ot ſouls rowariis the new Jeruſalem, but keeps 
them 1. jerulalem below, where they ace in bondage. 

Thou haſt divided thy Books ints fourteen Chapters, which 011d en+ 
la;ge a velume to anſwer every particular matter, for the baſt drawn 
ſuch long diſcourſes touching one and the ſame thing, that by anſwering 

> one 
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v2 part may fully anſwer the Bf The firft part of thy Book is ge- 
werally compoſed Philoſophically, and though thox haſt ſtated their 
ſ-y:ings hiddenly, and ſo would paſſe them for thy own, yet I well know 
their language, and with the light of Chriſt can ſee a thief at mid. 
nohr, 

"In the fir Chapter thau ſtates two things more generally , ſelfere. 
fletion, and divine revelation, aud tho ſaye57 , mans rational refle- 
Aion upon himſelf, if faithfully improved, would with convincing evi. 
dence ſecure him both againit atherſm and irreligion. 

Anſw. This is a falſe aſſertion, for as people lies in the fall they 
neither know God, nor believe in him, and however they may 
improve any rational faculty, yetthey cannot thereby work their 
own ſecurity , for it is not poſſible that man ſhould ſecure him- 
ſelf by any thing of himſelf, or that be ſhould know God,and be- 
Jieve in bim from ſuch a principle, for it is ſelf that finneth , and 
that which ſinneth doth never refle& upon a man for ſin, but all 
ſuch refleRions are by the principle of God, in which there is no 
{in, and thereby man comes to ſee himſe fin the fall, and if that 
principle be faithfully improved, it will redeem out of atheiſme 
and irreligion, and bring to Chriſt Jeſus the ſure foundation of 
the pure religion. | vo 

T hou (ayeft , that ſelſ»refleftion may eaſily difcaver that theres « 
God | 


Anſw, This is falſe again z for none knows the Father but the 
Son, and he to whom the Son reveals him, and thou not know. 
ing by what way God diſcovers bimſelf, thou artnot fit either to 
ſpeak or write of bim. ; : : 

Thos ſayeft , if the ſoal be immaterial , 1t cannot be generated or 
made Ly any material produttion, it remains, ſayeſt thou, it mat have 
its being immediately raiſed ozt of nothing. | 

Anſw. No ſuppoſition is a good ground for a conclufion, and 
thou firſt ſayeſt, if the ſoul be immaterial , by wbich ſuppoſition 
it is manifeſt that thou baſt no certain knowledge what the ſoul 
is, and yet thou draws a conclufion, ſaying , it muſt have its bes 
i»g immediately raiſed out of nothing, ſo that by what thou haſt 
declared concerning the diſcovery of God , and the production 
of the ſoul, it is evident that thou art a ſtranger to the —_— » 

5 


is 


(11) | 
God, for God 1s the chiefeſt good, and the onely fountain 
from whence all good things are produced, and man became a 
living ſoul by the breath of bis life , no: immediately raiſed out 
of nothing, but breathed from the nature of life and immortali- 
ty, and this might fully anſwer all thy Book, 

Thou ſaiſt, the chief matter i Gods omnipotencie, and immenſty, 
or omnipreſence» and bids conſider theſe jointly, ſo they are a ſollid 
foundation, ſaift thou, for that religious worſhip that is due to God, 

Anſw. Neicher thy imaginations nor {toln words will make a 
ſollid foundation for that religious worſhip that is due to God, 
but his own foundation is ſure, and the true worſhippers ate 
built upon it, and his alinighty power and preſence is with them 
and they bow before him, 

Thou ſaiſt, if we do again conſider the manner of diſcoveries of theſe 
two forementioned attribi;tes (viz.) that it is by the very lig hr of nature, 
and by the mmprovement of right reaſon, and underſtanding that common 
benefit, that Chriſt enlightens every man that comes into the world, and 
thou margins the name Quakers, and ſaith, this may let that fond Gene- 
ration of people know, who are ſo highly enamoored with, and do ſo ſu- 
perficially dote upon their ſo much adorned and adored notion of 4 light 
within, that there is other work that God hath deſigned that inward 
light for them by its native ſtrength, luſtre, and radiance, infallibly to 
guide us, if faithfully followed , as they, no leſſe, ſaift thou , pro- 
phanely then ignorantly do imagine , to the place of bliſs and hap- 

inefſe. 
: ; 4 Thou art proved to want the knowledge of God and 
his attributes , and ſo art improving thy own wiſdome againſt 
him, and by the diſcovery thou makes of the light of Chriſt, 
that enlightens every one that comes into the world, and it doth 
appear that thou remains in darkneſſe, and thou ſhould have 
diſtinguiſhed , if thou could, between the nature of man in the 
fall, and the nature of Chriſt that never fell, for we own the 
light which is manifeſt from tbe nature of Chriſt to be the true 
light which enlightens every one that comes into the world , but 
they that rebell againſt jr,can never come to the place of bliſt and 
happinefle by it, but we are in love with it, 2nd E104 the 


work which God hath deſigned for it, which is to deitroy the 
| | B 2 wo:k 
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work of the Devil, and to be ſalvation unto the ends of the 
earth unto all that in it believe, and its narive ſtrengch, luſtre, 
and rad ancie is an infallible guide if faithfully folinwed, tn 
bring to the place of bli{s and happineſle, and :hough thou be 
in the uabeliet, yet this is our report concerning ae true light, 
and we know it 1s neither prophanencſle, ignorance, imagina- 
(IONSs BOY IFOTIONS, 

Ton ft, tha inward light , which the wiſe mans ſtiles the candle 
of the Lord , and at the b*';. ſaift thou, burnes but in the ſocket of a cor. 
rup! mind with very 1: 'ch dimneſſe, ſhould ever diſcover the 119 ht and 
ready way to the new Jeruſalem , is the produtt only of mens foohh 
Fances, their pride and ignoran. '. 

eAnſw, The inwaid ligh: ich the wiſe man ſtiles the candle 
o* the Lord, is broken forib ot the ſocket of a corrupt mind in 
many, and naw ſhines upon the hou'e tp, and what would taou 
have to diſcove- the right and ready way 10 new Jeruſalem , if 
not the candle of the Lord , which is i:1s light within , bur rhis 
is not thy guide, and fo thou remains in Jeruſalem*below, 
where H.tgars ſeed ruleth, bui we bave found the right and ready 
way to Jeruſalem above , the City of the great King , and are ſet 
down under his Government in peace. 

Thou now comes to ſpeeh of divine Revelatim, and ſatth , that God 
is every where preſent , ſilling all places and ſpaces both real and imagi- 
naite by bis immenſity. g 

Anſw. Then ſtand thou jn his fear, for he is near thee as a 
ſy tc witneſſe againſt thee , and however God is preſen: with other 
things in their kind, yet he doth not reveal bimt-lt unro man by 
any other wiy , or by any other thing then the light of Chriſt, 
and we know bow God manifeſts hiraſelf in every particular place, 
according 'o mans preſent ſtate and condition, and what tis hot 
aiſplea-ure 15 revealed againit, and what his loving kindnefle and 
1nercy is revealed unto, | 

Thea ſaiſt, but though God be every where preſent , and [6 with 
erery creature equally. m regard of is infinite eſſence, and of !4s em- 
n:nfity, yet as to the ſpectral and pecuitar efficucie of hu preſence he 
vu ot with all, ei:her things, or places, or perſons after the ſame man- 
ner preſert. | 

Anſw, 
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Anſw, It God be equally preſent with every Creature, in res 
gard of his infinite Eflence, then all things bave the fame pro- 
portion of i:, bur all things have not the ſame proportion of 
Gods infinite Eſſence, therefore nor with every creature equal- 
ly , for an equal proportion is the ſame to all, and doth not ad- 
mit of any thing ſpecial, but his infiniteneſle is in bimſelt, and 
he meaſures forth ſo much as bis pleaſure is to eve, and it is an 
equal proportion unto all according to his pleaſure , yet ſome 
have more and ſome leſle, bur all ſome, and that meaſursſo ma- 
nifeſted in man : hath a peculiar efficacie as to its operation , 
through the obedience unto ir, and this is equal in it ſe'f, and 
ſpecial by it ſelf, and yet in the infiniteneſſe of Eſſence without 
any diſtin&'on, 

Thou ſayjt that God is preſent with all his creatures as the preſervers 
guider, and governour of them. | 

anſw, Whoſoever finneth are not preſerved, guided, nor go- 
verned by God, but ſome dolin, therefore Gd is not fo pre- 
ſent with all , but they that come to the effeual working of his 
power, thty know an immortal birth qui.kned and raiſed , with 
which the preſe;vivg, guiding, and governing power of God is 
preſent. 

Thou ſift, thy de"gn mainly intended i againſt thoſe, who becauſe 
they are wiſe in their awn conceit , do neglett publick Sermons aud $4+ 
(raments, 

Anſw, Thy main intendment and deſign is againſt thoſe that 
God hath redeemed from the earth , and from all falſe way s and 
worſhips , and gathered them into the publick worſhip of his ſpi- 
rit, where they hear Chriſts voice and tollows him , and cannot 
own tby Church, or S:rmons, or *acraments. 

In the ſecond Chapter, thou ſe. ms to hold forih a general pre. 
ſence of God with all ching , and more' eſpecially with ſome 
things, but hath not ſhewed what thoſe things are, though thou 
intend it to the worſhip no genera!ly praftiled , but haſt never 
cume cloſe to the maiter thou aimes at, but haſt multiplied thy 
own words and thoughts avout the Saints worſhip in times palt , 
which according to the Sc. prurc we own in t--ir diſpenſationss, 
but thou haſt nor proved ti:+: the place which thou calls a Church, 
or the wo: ſhip that is there obterved is either of them true or war- 
rantable 


(14) | 
rantable according to any Scripture precept or preſident, or the 
mind of God at this day, ſo thatthy whole Book may filence ic 
ſelf as to the matter thou aims at, for where a thing is nor rightly 
ſtated, and truly proved, it is a ſufficient proof againſt it ſelf; yer 
I ſhall briefly anſwer a few things more. 
T hou ſayeſt, had there not been a peculiar people, aroyal ſeed , even 


- the Church of God, to be raiſed out of the ruints of fallen man by the 


interpoſing of Chriſt, fir proffered and propeunded for the world; repa- 
r.:tion 18 that fundamental promiſe the ſeed of the woman ſhall break, 
the ſerpents had, | | 

4nuſw, Thou haſt confeſſed that the Church of God is the 
royai leed , then it is ſuch as are born of the ſeed that are Cods 
peculiar people, and true members of his Church; therefore mark 
thy own words, for if the royal ſeed be the Church, as thou haſt 
confeſſed, and in it ſelf is true, then neither wood, nor ſtone, nor 
people in the fall can be the Church, and the ſeed is known in 
which the Church flouriſheth in this day of ber reſtitution out 
of the wilderneſſe, and the promiſe is unto us fulfilled who are 
born of God. 

T hou ſayeft, but among all the manifeftations of Gads preſence 
and favours, there are none more remarkably ſignal for conft ant revs 
ving and comforting the hearts of hrs people, then thoſe that have been 
truly experienced in his ordinances, enjoyed by hts ſervants i thoſe pla- 
ces which either by divine appointment , or at leaſt by divine approba- 
210 have been ſeparated and ſet apart for religious worſhip , aud the 
ſervice of God, 

Anſw, This is a place in which thou haſt come as near the mat- 
ter thou aims at, aSany place in thy book, thereſore I (hall ſpeak 
more fully to it, thou baſt ſo ſtated the matter in general terms, 
as that it may lye which way any will bend it, and is it reaſonable 
to ſtate things in general terms, as to waat hath been;, and not to 
diſcover the things that are, which is the matter thou undertakes 
to vindicate, for as to the appointment, or at leaſt approvement 
of God concerning the ſanQuary, tabernacle, temple , and ſyna» 
gogues, we do notdeny bur Chriſt is come the fulfiller of all f- 
gures, and he faith , neither at Jeruſalem , nor at this mountain 
{hall men worſhip the Father, but the crue worſhippers ſhall wor- 
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ſhip bim in ſpirit and truth : and thou ſayeſt, it was but the cere- 
monial part that was aboliſhed , but thou may know that ir was 
the very place in which thejr worſhip was performed in that dil- 
penſation,for Chriſt ſaid concerning the tewple;that there ſhould 
not be lett one ſtone upon anotber which ſhould not be thrown 
- down, which thing came to paſſe , ſo that the place once appoint- 
ed of God was thrown down , and he did not command that it 
ſhould be ſet up again for a place of worſhip, and the true wor- 
ſhippers that followed Chriſt, they worſhipped in theſpirir, and 
they was not bound to time, place or perſon, but as they was 
ordered in the ſpirit, ſo they wa. inſtant toſerve God and wor- 
ſhip bim. withouc regarding either p ace or time , ſo that it may 
be und<ritood, that there was never any particular place appoint- 
ed or approved of God ſince that time as a place ſet apart onely 
for a place of worſhip; and as for thoſe places which are now cal- 
led Churches , they were never ſet apart by divine appointment 
for any ſuch ſervice as is praQtifed in them 3 and therefore the 
hearts of fuch as waits to be revived and comforted with the re- 
freſhings of Gods preſence, muſt turn away from them, and turn 
to the light of Chriſt within,where the ſtreams of life runs ſweetly, 
for God is no other way known in that place wbich thou would 
hav: to be a Church, norin that worſhip which is there objer- 
ved but by manifeſting himſe}fagainſt them,and when thou comes 
to be truly awakned in thy conſcience, thou wilt know that nei- 
ther thy Church, worſhip, or miniſtry are either appointed , ap- 
proved or ordained of ©od- 

Thou ſayef, do you count it your priviledge, your perfection: to throw 
off Gods publick ordinances, with an admiration of your ſilent and dumb 
congregations in private, muſt it not n«eds argue, ſaidſt thou,. a very [lee- 
py. not to ſay a benummed and beſotted conſcience y thus to throw away 
#he wholeſome milk of the word in adiſ{ainful pet, and yet never cou- 
plain of the hunger and thirſt of your ſouls, 

Anſw. Our priviledge and peifeRion isin Chriſt , whom God 
hath ordained to be our ſalvation , and he gives us the milk of 
his word , and feeds us wirh meat in due ſeaſon, and thar is our 
food in ilence, by which we are kept freſh and living unto God, 
whileſt all faiſe worſhippers are aſleep in the firſt Adam, and be- 
Dua 
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nummed and beſotted in the hi” nature , where they have no 
ſenſe nor feeling of the virtuous ſprings, and our tongues are 
notour own, nor our wills at liberty, and yet the Golpel is un- 
to us committed, and in the word of life we publiſh the glad ty- 
dings otit, and though we do not ſpeak words, yet we teel the 
pretence of Gcd with us, and that ſatisfies our bunger z. and re- 
treſhes our thirſt, and he anſwers all our complainings in lecrer, 
bur thou wouldſt haye us complain to ſuch as thee, and to buy 
thy werds for food, ard to receive them for ſatisfa&tion which 
weturn away from , knowing itis but a dry breſl in which there 
is novertue at all 

Thou ſaift, a Quaker once told thee , he got more good by their ſilent 
meetings, then ever he got by hearing the Miniſters in pubiuck. | 

An{w. As to thy publick Miniſtery , his words mighe be true, 
yet who are ſent ot God, and preaches the Goſpel of God, we do 
get much good by their publick Miniſtery , for thereby we are 
informed into the life and power of God , which in filent wait- 
ing upon him we taſte and feel, and all our freſh ſprings ate in 

im. 

Thou ſcift , God ordains not our immediate addreſie to Heaven , we 
anujt live by faith, and not by viſion , but he commands us to uſe ordinary 
means. 

Anſw, God: doth ordain our immediate addreſle to heaven, 
and that in the work of our faith » and we live by it, and have 
the holy viſions of God opened in it» and by this means we find 
comfort to our ſouls, and whether would thou have people to 
make their addreſſe, if nnt in Heaven , would thou not have them 
addreſſe themſelves urto Chriſt, and is not Chriſt in Heaven, and 
what faith wou:d thou jave them to live by, and what means 
would thou have them 16 ule 1i they muſt not addreſſe them- 
ſelves to Heaven , tor tr:6 faith and means goes to Heaven , and 
all that lives by the faith - ' he Son of fs: 4, and uſes thoſe means 
that he appoints them, +y o 'drefſe (11-7 'clves immediately to 
heaven, and in all their dittrcfſi's and fl: 215575 , they finde grace 
to help them in their need, ind by this taich we live in the power 
of an-endleſle life. 7 : 

Thou ſayeſt, well , howeyer Sampſons ſoxes may have their heads 
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looking divers ways , yet they are joyned together with firebrands in 
their tails 5 and howſoever thoſe that deſert the publick, means , may 
. tend ſome of them to prophaneneſſe, others to a ſchiſmatical , not to ſay 
an heretical ſeparation, many hereſies going currently for new lights , 
Jet, ſayeſt thou z this is the firebrand, or rather the Devils dead 
coal, 
eAnſw, We are gathered in the unity of the Spirit of God, 

in which our faces are turned Sion-ward, and looks all one way, 
and after the manner which thou calls hereſie, ſo worſhip we the 
God of ouc Fathers, and thy words belongs to thy ſelf, and the 
ſons of Adm in the fall , who are looking, ſome to ane thing, 
and ſome to another, and yet the firebrand joyns your tails , 
with which you would burn up. the fruitful field , and conſume 
Gods heritage from the earth; and this is a coal of Cains nature, 
which the Devil blows up ſometimes into a heat, and ſometimes 
into a flame, and ſo thou may read the next Chapter ( which is 
the third) co be thy own ſtate , in which thou fpeaks of Cains 
going forth from the preſence ofthe Lord, and ſayeſt , They 
which yoluntarily leave Gods inſtitured worſhip, and his commanded 

ordinances, put themſelves into a wandering condition. 
_-  Anſw. Yes,theydo ſo, andtherefore it muſt needs follow , 
that they that forſakes the will worſhips, and vain worſhips, and 
comes to Gods inſtituted worſhip in his Spirit » that they come 
into a ſtayed and ſettled condition 5 and ſo it is, thou and old 
Adam, ſons inthe fall, thatarein Cains countrey, ſometimes 
wandring after one invention, ſometimes after another, and this 
is your worſhip which God never inſtituted; but the children of 
light are in covenant with God, and reſts in peace, : 

In the fourth Chapter thou foxef » the ſons of men which are of « 

mixt nature, partly ſpiris, and partly 5ody , are by their very being. 


determined both to time and place, i their rendring atual wors hip unta 
God, 

Anſw, The mixture is in the fall, but who are regenerated 
and born again , they live in the ſpirit, and knows both time 
and place to render actual worſhip unto God in the order of. 
his ſpirit» and yet are not determined co time or place by li- 
mittation. 
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Thou ſaift, if the G1d of this world would have all Profeſſours enjoy 
a total immunity from the Law of God , and all manner of licentiouſ: 
neſſe allowed without check of conſcience , let him then make an every 
day Sabbah, 

nſw. Chriſt is Lord of the Sabbath, and Chriſtians enjoyes 
an every day Sabbath in Chriſt, of whom the Jewes Sabbath 
was a figure, aud they are in his righteouſneſle, and doth not 
allow any lic-ntiouſneſſe, for their reſt is holy , and they lie 
down in it without check of conſcience. | 

Thou ſaiſt , publick, worſhip ſpeaks a joint concurrence of ſeveral 
worſtLippers for the performance of the ſame attion of religious wer - 
ſrip , fo that the very light of nature, ſaiſt thou, gives it :lear ſuſſrage 
for the neceſſity of convenient places of meeting for the performance of 


 thepublick worſhip and ſervice of God. . 


Anſw. Chriſtians do jointly concur in the ſpirit in which 
they have unity , and that in the ſ:me aRion of religious wor- 
ſhip, but Apoſtates cannot do ſo, and though they meet to- 
gether in oneplace, yet not having unity in the ſpirit , they 
cannot jointly concurre in the worſhip of God, and ſo the 
place and worſhip ( which thou calls publick) being ſet up in 
the apoſtaſie, and not after Chriſt, the Chriſtians cannot own 
them, for light and darkneſſe hath no communion to- 
gether, 

Thou ſaiſt, i not this to cry up inward light, and yet plainly to 
lipe tn darkneſſe* | . 

Anſw. This is to cry up inward light, and to live in it, 'and 
therefore it js that we deny all falſe worſhips which is ſet up and 
practifed in the darkneſte, 

Thou ſaift, I have wither faith to believe, nor any re«ſon to ſee 
that there is any Separated, T adde, ard Conſecrated places for di 
pine worſhip, any ſuch legal or ceremonial kind of holineſſe , 
which renders dunes performed there more acceptable unto God, 
zhen if perſormed by the ſame perſons , and in the like manner in any 
o'her pl:ices. | 

 Anſw, Thou haſt all this while'been pleading for that ſepa- 
rated place to be the Church, and baſt been holding forth a ſpe- 


cial preſencz of God in that worſhip which is there FROG. 
an 
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and now thou ſaith , that dike kad there are no more 
acceptable unto God, then if performed in any other places, 

and if thou have neither faith to believe it, nor reaſon to ſee it, 

as thou ſaiſt, then thou might have ſpared thy pains in writing 

thy Book, for thy chief aim is to bring people to conform to. 
the worſhip there "obſerved , as the worſhip of God in his 

Church, which if duties be no more acceptable unto God 

which is there performed, then if performed in any other place, 

then ſuch as withdrawes from it may perform duties as accepta- 

ble unto God in other places, according to thy own faith and 

reaſon, & ſo it is not a true Church, nor a true worſhip, for the 

worſhip and duties performed in the true Church which is in 

God are only accepted of God, and in no other place or places 

whatſoever; and bere thou haſt pulled down thy own building 

with thy own h:nds. 

Thou ſaiſt , here then ariſes that ample proviſion that Chriſt bath 
made for his ſpecial preſence in the places of religious worſhip, (viz.) 

rom the Communion of Saints meeting in conve:tent ſeparated places 
for publick worſhip , and from the promiſe annexed thereto, and not 
from any peculiar holineſſe, in thoſe places where they thus meet to 
'w0rſhip God, 

Anſw,The Communion of Saintsis in the light of Chriſt, and 
ſo ſaith John, If we walk in the light as he s in the light, then have 
we fellowſhip one with another ; and this is not the ſtate of 4dam 
in the fall , neither can his Sonnes and Daughters perform a 
religious worſhip unto God, and ſo no Church either by 
Communion of Saints, or the place it ſelf, and therefore ſuch 
worſhippers bave not the promiſe annexed. 

In the fifth Chapter , thou ſeems to hold forth the ſpecial preſence 
of God in publick worſhip, by his Train or Retinue of Angels, t0 
which I anſwer generally. 

Anſw, That God is preſent in his publick worſhip which is 
performed in his ſpirit, was never yer denied by us, but thou 
haſt not proved thy worſhip to be the worſhip of God, and 
therefore we ſay that Gods. preſence is not in it to the com- 
forr of the worſhipper , and this may anſwer all thy Jumblings 
about the Angels, for thou art not come to the Angelical Mini- 
ſtration. | C 2 Ip 
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In the ſixth Chopter thou ſeems to hold forth the praftical infe- 
rerces drawn from the preſence of angels in the places of publick, wor- 


ip. 
Anſw, When he bringeth forth his only-begotten Son into 
the world, he faith , and letall the angels of God worſhip him, 


_ andthis is a full anſwer co this whole Chapter. 


In the ſeventh Chapter thou ſeems to hold forth Gods preſence in 
pub! ick. wor ſhip E 7 his word, with / ome other parts calars relating fo 
that matter, which I might mention and anſwer, if [did intend 
largentſſe, but finding the whale matter of thy Book to lye chiefly as 
ro Charch, worſhip , mimftry, and prattice, as they generally now 
Stand, / ſh :11 mot maky ucedleſſe repetitions, by anſwering the ſame 
thing over 1d ever, yet this I ſay mnto this Chapter, that God: pre- 
ſence by his werd ts j« hu —_ » and all that worſhip him aright 
he teachss them by bis word , but that thy preaching u the word of 
God, or that the word of Gods 1# thy preaching , or hu preſence by 
his word in that pnblick, worfhip , through thy preachrnug , that 
thou haſt not any where proved, and therefore it falls of it 


ſelf. 
In the eighth Chapter thou ſcenas ts hold forth praftical inferens 


ces, that teachers of the wor! maſt not corrupt the word of God , aud 


that it muit be owned 44 Gods word, and recerved and mingled with 
faith, and prattiſed in obedtence, | 

Anſw. I anſwer generally, that they who arc born of the word 
which is immortal ,. they do not corrupt ir > but are true and 
Faithfull miniiters of it , and many bave received it as it is in- 
deed the word of God, and they mingle it with faith , and pra- 
Riſes it in obedience, and ſuch are doers of the word , andare 
bleſſed; but thy tongue muſt learn ſilence, and thou muſt know 
a new birth, and a new tongue, before thou can truly miniſter 
the word of God. 

Is the u::th Chapter thou ſeerss to hold Forth the preſence of God 
in his worſhip by his mimfters, and that the truths of God wſt be 
heard, thoughfrom wngodly preachers, and that minifters are Gods 
Empbaſs adowrs,and ftew.irds of the myſteries of God,and that God and 
man works together in the converſion of ſouls , and produttion of ſa- 
ving faith. | Ft | 

| Anſw, 
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Anſ. Thou ſaid even now;that teachers of the word muſt not 
corrupt the word,:hen how can an ungodly man preach it, and 
noe corrupt it, and this macter being reduced out of thy gene- 
ral terms , and ſtated particularly into ſuch as jt doth properly 
belong, then we can truly ſay, that Gods preſence is in his wor. 
ſhip by his miniſters, and that they are bis Emb:ſſ:dours and 
Stewards of his myſteries, but we dare not ſay, thai 16 it is with 
ungodly men, or that the miniſtry of ungodly men doth work 
to the converſion of ſouls, or produGion of ſaving faith, Some 
few particulars of rhis Chapter I ſhall anſwer. 

T hox ſayeſt, it 1s ſo certain atrmth, that if the miniſter be bad, yet 

f he preach the pure word of God, we muft receive the 101d , 
ecanſe we are not ſo much to regard the may preaching, as the word 
preached, 

Anſw, No lye is of the truth , for it is as poſſible that the 
Eaſt and Weſt ſhould joyn together; as for a bad man, or an un- 
godly man to preach the pure word of God, for God doth not 
make uſe of ſuch men to be his Embaſſadours or Stewards, nei- 
ther can ſuch work together with God in any ſervice for him, 
becauſe it is inconfiſtent with the pure nature of God , to bea 
co-worker with ah ungodly man, for an ungodly man is againſt 
God, and God is againſt all his ungodl!ineſſe; and theſe cannot 
poſſibly work rogerh+r in man, being that they are contrary in 
nature, one to the other; and yet thou fears not to go abour 
to prove this ungodly aſſertion from the miniſtry of 1udas, and 
ſaith, that of ali ofthem Chriſt ſaid, hethar receiverh you, re- 

Ceiveth me, and yet one of them was Indas 1/cariot who alſo be- 
trayed him. Then thou ſayeſt » we may plainly ſee by Chriſts own 
words, we may receive Chriſt by the miniftry of Judas atra)tor, nay, 
ſayeſt thou, 1 might ſays Devil, 

Anſw, Thou ar: gotten into ah dy 0s for when 
Indes was ſent forth withthe reſt , be had part in the miniſtry, 
but when treacherous thoughts did riſe in bim, and thatthe 
Devil ſtirred him up to a&his treachery , he was never a mini- 
ſter of Chriſt aſter thar ; 2nd it may be read in the firſt of 4#s, 
where the Diſciples payed, are ſaid » fhew which oftheſe two, 


thou haft choſen , that he may take part of this m:3i!t. 7 w_ = 
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poſtleſhip, from which tude By cranſgrefſion fell, mark it, and 
conſider thy aſſertion. | 

Thou (aiſt , that every Saint ſhould have their garments died 
white in the bloud of the Lamb, much more Chriſts Stewards , they 

ſhould be cloathed with the white robes of ſincerity to att unfeigned- 
ly for God, | | 

Anſw, Theſe are only words, as if one proud man ſhould bid 
another be humble, or one drunkard bid another be ſober,and 
rell them it ſhould be ſo, but view thy ſelf , and the reſt which 
thou looks upon to be ſtewards , and ſee if thou can find it ſo 
indeed, and it not, then you are not as youſhould be by thy 
own confeſſion, and if Chriſts Stewards ſhould have their gar- 
ments ſo died, then ſurely no bad man , or ungodly man , can 
ſtand in that office, neither is it poſſible, that any ſuch fhould 
a& unfeignedly for God , but who are his Stewards indeed, 
through the ſanGtification of the Spirit, they are cloathed with 
hisrighteouſneſle, and are approved in his fight. - 

[n the tenth (Chapter thou ſeems to hold forth prafiical didatt:- 
ons from Gods preſence with his miniſters, and ſaith, God i ;ffromted 
by any indignities that are offered to his miniſters , and how can any 
have ſo impudent a face, ſayeſt thou, as topretend they are ſent of 
God, who makes railing and reviling of others to be their work, 

Anſw- This is the work which thou art found ro be in, who 
calls the miniſtration of the Spirit canting language, and 
Chriſts Miniſters Foxes and Hereticks , which ſurely are great 
indignities, and in the higheſt manner of railing and reviling 
by which thy practical deduction is found to be out of Gods 
preſence , and railing and reviling of others were never our 
work, though we do give righteous judgement againſt the Seed 


_ of the evil doer, 


In the eleventh Chapter , thou ſeems to hold forth Gods preſence in 
his wor fhip by the holy ſpirit , and ſuit, the word and the ſpirit goes 
together , and thow ſaiſt, thou ſhall begin with the Evangelical Pro- 
phet Iſaiah, As for me, 1/is is my Covenant with them ,. ſaith the 
Lord, my ſpirit which is upon thee, and my words which T have put mmto 
thy mouth ,. ſhall not depart out of thy mouth , nor out of the mouth of. 
thy Seed , nor out of the mouth of thy Seeds Seed, ſaith rhe Lord, from 
henceforth, and for ever, Anſw, 
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Anſw, This was the word of the Lord unto the Prophet, and 
he had the ſpirit in the word, my ſpirit which is upon thee 
(mark) here was the ſpirit upon him, and the word fpake in 
the ſpirit, and che word put words into his mouth, (mark a- 
gain; and the word ſaid , my words ſhall nat depart out of thy 
wourth, nor out of the mouth of thy Seed , (mark again) the 
word was in the Seed, and was not to depart out of the mouth 
of the Seed , nor out of the mouth of the Seeds Seed , from 
henceforth and for ever, ſaith che Lord; and this is the word 
that lives and abides for ever, and it is in the mouth of the Seed, 
and from the Seed arethe words of the word ſpoken, and there 
is the true miniſt:y, if thou haſt an ear to hear; and here 
the word and the ſpirit joined together, which is the word of 
the Goſpel that we preach. | 

F _ ſaift , all Gods children ſhall be clearly taught by the ſpirit 
of God, 

Anſv. Then is man laid wholly afide in that work, and why 
art thou 1o offended at ſilent meetings, when thou ſaiſt all 
Gods children ſhall be clear:y taught by his ſpirit; and if 
clearly, then it doth not admit of any conjunction in its 
teaching- 

Thou ſaiſt , mans preaching way fill the head full of notions , but 
the ſpirits teacbings muſt fill the heart with real mations of grace and 
goodneſit towards God. 

eAnſw, Then let all fleſh be ſilent, that notions may die and 
wither, and that the heart may come to be exerciſed towards 
God in bis ſpirit, and then people will not be alwaies learning; 
as now they are amongſt notions , but w.1l come to the know- 
ledge of the truth in the ſpitit, and ſo come to the joy of 
Gods ſalvation. 

Thou ſaift, take a Chriſtian without faith, and you unchriftian him. 

eAnſw., Every true Chriſtian lives in the faith, arid therefore 
cannot be taken without it , and ſo.cannot be unchrittianed:z 
as being wichout 1t.. | 

' In the twelfth Chapter, thou ſeems to hold forth the ſpirits teaching 
five wayes , 1. by removing i"1pediments, 2. by ſuggeſiing Goſpet 
rwruchs to the ſoul ,'3. by enlightening the mind , 4. by ftrengthning ihe 
ſoul, 5. ty raiſing truths, > Thow 
| No 
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nf. Thou art quite beſide the matter, for theſe particulars 
do not ſo belong to the ſpirits teaching » as to its working, only 
the third particular is as to its manifeſtation, for to remove; 
ſuggeſt, ſtrengthen, and raiſe, is a work of the ſpirit, but the 
teachings of the ſpiric is in checking,reproving,and convincing, 
and as the obedience is yielded to it, {o it teaches to deny the 
evil which it doth convince of, and reprove for, and teaches 
to live in that which is good that comes from God, and lo it 
teaches to deny ungodlineſſe, and teaches to live ſoberly, mark 
It well. 

T hou ſaift , concerning the enlightning of the mind, that «ll the 
lig hes in the world is never able to make us ſee divine truths ſavingly, 
till we are enlighimed of the Lord, | 

Anſw. Then why art thou contending againſt the light of the 


Lord , ſeeing thou ſaiſt that none can fee divine truth ſaving- 


ly, till they be enlightned by him; would thou keep people 
from that which will let them ſee divine truths, but divine 
truths may be ſeen in the light, and yet not ſavingly , for ſal- 
vation is not in the fight of truth , but in the union with it, 
for there may be much ſeen to be truth , and yet the error nor 
forſaken. | 

Thou ſaiſt , none are truely enlightned but thoſe that are in Chriſt, 

Anſw. The light of Chriſt doth enlighten every one that 


Comes into the world , and yet every one that comes into the 


world is not in Chriſt , butas the light which is manifeſt from 
Chriſt is obeyed, ſo it worketh death upon the old man , and 
raiſe up life and immortality, and regenerates man into the na- 
ture of it » where he becomes a new creature in Chriſt, and is 
light in the Lord. 

T hou ſayeſt, T here is xo true light that leads to ſalvation, but 
what comes from Chriſt the Son f r1ghteonſneſſe. 

Anſw. Thea to preach that light is neitber canting nor delu- 
fion as thou had termed it, for it is the light which comes from 
Chriſt the Stin of righteouſneſſe which we preach, and we know 
that there is not another name given under heaven by which a- 
ny can be ſaved. | 

Thou ſayeſt, let others there fore ſit down and embrace that ſo _ 
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mired darling of an inward natural, yet ſaving light in all, we know, 

ſet, = » that it is but a changeling , and not the genuine off-ſpring 
the ſpintt. 

Anſw. Thou baſt ſaid, no light for ſalvation but from 
Chriſt, and now ſaith the light within is a changeling , and 
this is not agreeable with the Apoſtles docrine who ſaid, the 
light that ſhines in our hearts , gives us the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Chriſt Jeſus , and thou 
cryes inward natural, yet ſaving light in al! , and that it is but a 
changeling, but we ſay, the inward natural as it is of manis 
not ſaving to any » butthe inward ſpiritual light as it comes 
from the nature of Ghriſt, is ſaving to all that believe in it , but 
the condemnation of ſuch as believe not, and therefore we ſay, 
that the light of Chriſt within , is not a changeling, bur the 
Alpha and Omega , yeſterday and to day , and the ſame for 
ever. 

In the thirteenth Chapter thou ſeems to hold forth the qualification 
of the ſpirits teachings, by teaching fully , pleaſantly, Jeafonably, 
certainly, and profitably , -and that it brings in no new lights objeftives 
and thou ſaiſt, what makes ſouls to quit their comforts in this life, their 
friends, their eſtates, their liberties , yea their lives themſelyes rather 
then part with thoſe truths the ſpirit hath taught them, 

Anſw, Why this is the reaſon that makes them do all thoſe 
things , becauſe they love Chriſt more then all, and prizes the 
truth which be hath taught them more then all the world, 
but that thou art of the number of thoſe that are ſo gi- 
ven up to God, and loves his truth, doth not any way ap- 
pear , for thou enjoyes thy friends, thy eſtate, and liberty, 
and life, thou baſt fulneſſe, and art at eaſe, thou art not come 
to travel in hunger, and cold, and perils, to make known the 
glad tydings of the Goſpel , thou art not in bonds and priſons 
for the truth of God and the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
theſe things comes not near unto thee, but thou art re- 
viling the innocent, who have received the teachings of Gods 
ſpiric, and loves —_—_— above all the world, or the enjoy- 
ments of it, for whicHcauſe we ſuffer as to our libertie and e- 
ſtates, and our lives are in jeopardy, yet in the comfort of truth 

D we 
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we have our rejoycing, though thou adde afli&ions to our ſuf. 
terings, 

Thou ſaiſt , we have no foundation for ſuch gradual teachings as 
to expett the ſpirit ſhould teach more truths afterwards, then are writ- 
ren in the word of God, 

Anſw, The ſpirit of God is not limitted , as to what may, or 
may not be in mans expeRation, for God manifeſts the truth by 
his ſpirit according to his own pleaſure, and in his own time, 
and the ſpirit opens the Scripture in fulfilling of them, and alſo 
maniteſts the mind of God in what he will further reveal and 
make known- 

Thou ſift , theugh the ſpirit teaches in the word, that there can be 
10 abſolute perfefion in this life, telling us in the words of $. John, that 
if we jay we have no ſin, C6. and yet ſaift thou, the ſpirit teaches the 
foul gradually to breathe after perfedion, 

Aanſw, The word and the ſpirit is perfe&, and all born of the 
ſpirit are perfe&, and the words of Johr in that Scripture doth 
not relat? to the birth born of Gad, for when he comes to ſpeak 
of that birth, he ſaith , whoſoever is born of God ſinneth not, 
&c. and that which fioneth not is perte& , and what good doth 
thy miniſtry if thou do not bring people ro that which is per- 
ſe&, or where vould thou have people to be perfe&, if they die 
imperſce& ? ſurely th! meſſage is {ad to that which breathes after 
perfection, and thou haſt not received the gifc from' Chriſt , 
which is for perfeRing of the Saints ,-and fo thou art teaching as 
nother docrine, then the true Miniſters teaches, who labours 
that they may preſent cvery man perfect in Chrift Jeſus, 

I now come t» thy laſt Chapier, wherein thou ſeems to hold forth 
pradtical deduttion from Gods preſence by his ſpirit 5 and thou ſaiit, 
coming unto God, in a way that Ged never owned nor preſcribed, is 4 
dire turning aw«y from him. 

Arſw, Chriſt is the way unto the Father , and there is none 
can come unto him by any other , and they that walk in this 
way are preſerved _ 1: »f all by paths, bur they that wa!ks 111 
their own way, they tur direftiy from Yod , and it thou rrviy 
try thy ſelf thou may find it ſo to iu with t] ce, 9 

Thou /xiſt , Gods Spirit teaches none to continue in 1:8 praftice of 
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known fins, he doth not allow them # ſin, and then teach them that « 
zo be ſpiritual te deem nothing 65n that we poſſibly can commit. 

* Anſw, The Spiritof God teaches to deny all fin, and all that 
obeys the Spirit they come to the Croflle which crucifies to the 
death the finning nature, and fo brings into righreouſneſle and 
bolineſle of life , for the birth of the ſpirit ſinneth not , neitber 
doth the birth of the flcſh work righteouſneſſe , and ſo he that 
commits (in, is of the devil, and doth not yield bimſelf a ſervanc 
to the Spirit of God, 

Thou ſaiſt, he that is taught by the Spirit, by that knowledge is car- 
ried out to purifie himſelf, and that the -office of the Spirit is 19 ſandifie 
the ſoul ; impurity of life, ſaiſt thou , is no livery for the diſciple of Chriſt 
t0 WEAar. 

4Arſw, He that purifies himſelf from fin by the power of the 
Spirit, he doth not livein fin, and he that doth nor live in f1n, is 
perfe&, but thy livery hath not the ſhew of a true diſciple of 
Chriſt,but the children of light are cloathed with bis righteouſ- 
neſſe,and follows bim in the daily Croſſe, 

Thou ſaift, we may hear how excellent a thing it is to hear no minie 
ſters at all, but ro fit ſtill in ſilence, and to expett heavenly raptures ; 45 
if all were poſſeſſed with a dumb devil, 

Anſw. We hear Chriſts miniſters, and. yet are taught of 
God to wait upon him in filence , where we feel his preſence 
with joy , aid are gathered into the heavenly raptures of peace 
and blefſednefſe, but thy rongue is unbridled , by which we 
know wha. 1) atiiberty iu thee z who ſhoocs thy arrows againit 
the righ!cous., 

Thou fuift, the martyrs :1:4i ſubmittcd their necks to the block, , and 
their hecies 10 the flames, jet never ſujf:re"! for thoſe things, which 
thiie bſtenately 1. ritoiu y who hove fn from hearing the word, 
and hvele/t the © ,nwmmes, whicn 1+ 1. ve geod ground , ſaiſt thorty 
from the werd of God, +: bra i as £5704 1, and groſſe deluFons. 
dnſiv. ihe inuriyrs of Jclus be. cer ſuffered for his names 
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fake; for they have always wad af reteftimony in the truth , a- 
12i0{t all deceit ann {ae worſ?., , tor whichthey ſuffered, and 
tor ih ja2iÞ ard ng other ting do. bands and efflictions be- 


tice us this day , fo thicwe have good ground to brand the 
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- perſecuting ſpirit, as a ſpirit of errour, and groſffe dely- 
fion. 

Thou ſqiſt, that they that are taught of the Spirit of God, are taught 
love both to God and men, they then love God for himſelf , and men for 
Gods ſake; tis true ſaiſt thou, love, (not envy,nor malice, nor reviling, 
ner hatred, nor back biting and ſlandering others that are not juſt of our 
opinion,)that is the ſruit of the Spirit of God. 

Anſw. Then behold from what ſpirit thy fruit is made mas. 
nifeſt, for thy own work bears witneſle againſt thee, that thou 
art not in the love of God, without which none can truly love 

+ him, nor men for his ſake, for thou that calls the light of Chriſt 
within deluſion, thou loves not God, and thou that would have 
men hunted, and raken,and deſtroyed, thou doſtnot love them, 
bur art in envy, and hatred, and malice againſt them, and thou 
that calls them foxes and bereticks, thou rails and reviles them, 
and all this becauſe they are not juſt of thy opinion, but we are 
1n the love of God, and have fervent love tohim, and one ano- 
ther, and wedo pity all people that abides in darkneſle , and 
though by ſuch we be evil intreated, yet we cannot render evil 
for evil, but overcomes the evil with good , and herein we bear 
good will to all men, as our lives do ſufficiently manifeſt , and 
ſo having briefly cleared thetruth , and the innocent, 1fhall 
ſhur thee up in thy own concluſion, deſiring that thou hence- 
forth may be warned, and do ſo no more, for certainly the 
hand of the Lord hath dealt gently with thee, and his love hath 
covered a multitude of faults; and for what thou haſt done a- 
mille, I deſire thou may be truly humbled before the Lord for 
it, and come to repentance, that he may pardon it, and re- 
mit it, who ſtill waits that be may be gracious; and herein my 
love is to thy ſoul , though I have borne a clear teſtimony a. 
gainſt thy ſpirit , and in the power of God do judgeitand con- 
demn it, and ſhakes it off ay a wanderer in the earth, and ſo in 
the ſeed immortal of God 1Igo overit, for the Lamb reigns in 
his dominion; and the glory 1+ his for ever, W. 8. 
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— Some few faults eſcaped the Reader is defired tocorret, = 
Pag. 9. line 19 read of after out. p. 11.1. 22.for them 7, then, pl2, 
«2, for narive.r. native. |, 26, Tead (witc for ſwf. 


